New Equipment


The following are items of equipment – mostly weapons and armour – which appear in The Lord of the Rings motion picture, but are not specifically described in the books. Most important are the distinctive curved blades used by the Elves. A profile is given for the long knives used by Legolas, but the swords of Arwen, Elrond and the Elven swordsmen in the Last Alliance are not detailed. The following rules should rectify this. Note the name glaive is given to the single-handed, sabre-like blade Arwen wields, despite the fact that the modern word glaive generally refers to a two-handed, axe-bladed polearm. The word glaive is an archaic word (used by Professor Tolkien in his poetry) meaning sword or spear. The larger, two-handed swords used by Elrond and the Elven swordsmen are named great-glaives to differentiate them.

	Weapon
	Damage*
	Parry Bonus
	Size
	Weight
	Price

	Sword, Elven Glaive
	2d6+5
	+2
	M
	5 lbs.
	3 SP, 1 sp

	Sword, Elven Great-glaive+
	2d6+7
	+1
	L
	8 lbs
	3 SP, 3sp


*: Add Strength modifier to Armed Combat, unarmed, and thrown ranged weapon attacks

+: Two-handed weapon

Sword, Elven Glaive: A slim, light weapon with a single edge and a beautiful, organic curve which continues into the hilt. These are the blades we see Arwen and Haldir using in The Lord of the Rings motion pictures. Note, this weapon – although given a price – cannot just be bought anywhere. Only the Elves make these weapons, and they do not generally take kindly to races other than Elves – even allied Free Peoples – using them.

Sword, Elven Great-glaive: A variant on the Elven glaive, this weapon has similar lines but a far longer hilt and is wielded in two hands in great sweeping strokes. Elrond and the Elven swordsmen at the Battle of the Last Alliance and the Siege of Helm’s Deep in The Lord of the Rings motion pictures use these weapons. The same comments about availability as the Elven glaive apply to this weapon.

Armour


The Elves also make use of very finely-wrought armour, seen in the films worn by the Noldor at the Battle of the Last Alliance and (although of a different design) worn by Haldir’s Elves at the Battle of Helm’s Deep. This is available as both corslets and hauberks, and is always fitted with plates. The skill of the Elven craftsmen (in particular the Noldor) means that the mail only weighs 25 lbs, but provides the usual 6 points of armour (5 for chainmail, 1 for plates). Elves, of course, will wear other armour, most often the suits of leather used by the Silvan Elves and their Sindar lords.

Enchanted and Legendary Items

The following two items were invented for PCs in a campaign I am currently in, set during Aragorn’s early career in Gondor and Rohan, with the PCs being Thorongil (or, Aragorn, as he is known to his friends) and Denethor! It’s not actually high-powered, as we are both barely twenty-five!

The Ring of Barahir

Then heirlooms he placed in his hand

that old came from Beleriand.

“Here is the Ring of Barahir,”

master Elrond said, holding near

the ring that Beren bore and earned

as Finrod’s friend. There green jewels burned

amid the gold. These Gnomes had set

as eyes of serpents twined that met

‘neath a golden crown of flowers

that one upholds and one devours:

the badge that Noldor made of yore

and heirs of Isildur now bore.
(from Of Arwen Undómiel and Aragorn Elessar, by Simon Rafe)


The Ring of Barahir was made by the Noldor in Valinor, and came with the House of Finarfin to Middle Earth, where Finrod gave it to Barahir as a sign of friendship. His son, Beren, wore it and used it to gain the support of Finrod Felagund during the Quest of the Silmaril. The Ring survived the destruction of the First Age and came into hands of the Dunedain of Numenor, and thence to the heirs of Isildur-Elendil. All the Kings of the North Kingdom and the Chieftains of the Dunedain bore it, until it was given by Aragorn Elessar to Arwen Undómiel as a pledge of his love. It is not known what happened to the Ring after that, but it is most likely it remained an heirloom of the Dunedain.


The Ring is not enchanted, but it does allow the rightful bearer to claim the Edge Elf Friend without actually possessing the Edge. Should the Ring be lost or given away, provided the bearer has done nothing to dishonour the friendship, the Edge should be kept.

The Horn of Gondor


Made from the horn of the last of the Kine of Araw, this is a great hunting horn bound in silver and the badge of the Stewards of Gondor. It was borne by the heir of the Steward until it was destroyed by Uruk-Hai of Isengard during the War of the Ring when Boromir, son of Denethor, was slain by Orcs. Although help did not come for him at that time, it was said that should the horn by blown, aid would come to he who winded it.


The Horn of Gondor, when blown, gives a +2 bonus to Intimidate and Inspire tests, and may – at the Narrator’s discretion – cause allies to come to the aid of he who winds it.

